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There exists no shortage of scholarship on Ancient Greek philosophy in the 21st Century, this is also 

true of modern philosophy. However, comparative analysis between major thinkers of the modern era 

with the Ancient Greeks pales in comparison. This is particularly important given the historical 

trajectory of ideas that are traceable back to Thales’ inquiry into the nature of the cosmos sometime 

during the seventh-sixth century BC. From the time that Thales declared water to be the first principle 

onwards to Deleuzean transcendental empiricism, much has changed … or has it? Are we but mere 

speculators deliberating in the shadows of the Greeks? Are we as Alfred North Whitehead declared, 

merely advancing ideas that are little more than a series of footnotes to Plato? Or have the Greeks 

truly been overcome and we are living in an era of unbridled philosophical discovery and progress?  

The subject matter of this conference is focused on a combined engagement between modern 

philosophy and Greek philosophy. Participants are encouraged to present a reading of Greek 

philosophers concurrently with the ideas of modern philosophy that have shaped the 21st Century. In 

terms of Greek philosophy, participants are free to work with thinkers beginning with Thales of 

Miletus onwards to Proclus of the fifth Century AD. For modern philosophy, thinkers of the 

Enlightenment up to the present qualify. Regardless of choice, the presentation should remain 

focused on the relevance of the study for the 21st Century. The conference has no restrictions regarding 

a particular discipline, whether analytic, contemporary or otherwise. Participants are free to work 

with anything from fragments to whole treatises within the allotted time frame of forty minutes each. 

The format of the presentation is as follows: the first thirty minutes are dedicated to the presenter's 

speech and the final ten minutes are reserved for open discussion. The language of delivery is English 

or Russian.  
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Joseph S. O'Leary (Tokyo, Japan) 

What 'yokes' being and thinking together? Heidegger on Plato's zugon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            



  


